Literary essay editing

Editor’s name: 





STRUCTURE Checklist

	Intro Paragraph
	(    Done 

	Starts general, catches the readers attention


	

	Gradually narrow the focus (mentions the authors name or novel title: 3rd or 4th sent.)


	

	Strong forceful thesis ends the paragraph 


	


	THREE Body Pars.
	(    Done

	Topic sentence introduces thematic discussion or point of discussion


	

	You have direct quotations or you have paraphrased textual evidence

All of the above has citations (page numbers from the novel)
	

	Quotations are properly introduced (do not have quotations as stand-alone sentences)


	

	Your analysis follows the quotation


	

	Transition words helps the reader understand the relationship between sentences (how you move from one idea to another)
	

	Closing sentence connects your par. back your thesis


	


	Concluding Par.
	(    Done

	Restates your thesis in different words

	

	BRIEFLY summarizes your three points

	

	Creates a powerful impression, memorable ending, ends with a flourish
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STYLE & MECHANICS checklist 


	The essay is FORMAL (review the requirements, they’re in your notes)
	

	Novel title is italicized but poem title is in “quotation marks”
	

	NO absolutes: “never”, “proves” “always”, “automatically”, “perfectly”; there is generally room for flexibility, try “suggests”, “is possible”, “proposes”, “perhaps”
	

	Make sure it is written entirely in the third-person point of view. Cross out any of the following pronouns that are written in the essayist voice: you, your, us, we, our, I, me.
	

	Always use present tense in an analysis.  Treat the work as if it were alive
	

	Sentences are CLEAR and COHERENT
	

	SPELLING 
	

	GRAMMAR (commas are correctly used; avoid semi-colons, just use a period)
	


